
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 1 AND 2 CORINTHIANS / 2 Corinthians 1
The two letters to the Corinthian church that we find in the Bible are very different, with
different tones and focuses.

1 Corinthians/Practical 2 Corinthians/Personal

Focuses on the character of the
Corinthian church

Focuses on Paul as he bares his soul and tells
of his love for the Corinthian church

Deals with questions on marriage,
freedom, spiritual gifts, and order
in the church

Deals with the problem of false teachers, whereby
Paul defends his authority and the truth of his
message

Paul instructs in matters concern-
ing the church’s well-being

Paul gives his testimony because he knows that
acceptance of his advice is vital to the church’s
well-being

Contains advice to help the church
combat the pagan influences in
the wicked city of Corinth

Contains testimony to help the church combat the
havoc caused by false teachers

PRINCIPLES OF CONFRONTATION IN 2 CORINTHIANS
2 Corinthians 7:9
Sometimes rebuke is necessary, but it must be used with caution. The purpose of any
rebuke, confrontation, or discipline is to help people, not hurt them.

Method Reference

Be firm and bold.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:9; 10:2

Affirm all you see that is good.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:4

Be accurate and honest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:14; 8:21

Know the facts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11:22-27

Follow up after the confrontation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:13; 12:14

Be gentle after being firm .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7:15; 13:11-13

Speak words that reflect Christ’s message, not your own ideas .  .  .  .  . 10:3; 10:12-13;
12:19

Use discipline only when all else fails .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13:2
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